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THE PRINCE HOUSE ] o wa_w
Northern Boulevard and Lawrence Strect Flushln , {gm& }_

Long Island, Few York.

Location, Date and Higtory

~ As one motors into Flushing, Long Island, across the

&rawbridgé, this large, distinguished looking house is seen
near the end of Bridge Street. It was built about the middle
of the eighteenth century by William Frince, son of Robert
Prince, whose skill in botany and horticulture made him one
of the greatest as well as one of the first disciples of
Linnaeug in America.

Robert starfted the FPrince Nursgerieg in the early part of
the eighteenth century (1737). They later hecame known as
"The Linnaean Botanic Garden and 01d American Nursery.”
Although descendants of Thomas rrince, one of the governors
of Plymouth Colony, the distinguished ancestor of Robert and
William Prince is forgotten as we trace thelr own self-reliant
enterprise in the scientifiec pursuit of developing an industry_.-é
vital to the success of the infant Colonies.

Robert Prince, a Hugenci, was one of the first settlers
in Flushing, and with his great natural fondness for all good
things that grow in fertile soil, he started gardens there
and widely advertised his business., e and his son later issued
catalogues which became popular treatises on the cultivation of
the soil and its useful prodﬁcts, and thus taught the struggling
Uplonists how to win a living on the farm,

William Prince's eighty acres in Flushing were more than

an horticultural experiment station. Robert, and his son after
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“him, imported or acquired from travelers from all varts of
“the world syecimens of fruitful trees, shrubs, vegetables, and
flowers that they might propagate these new species here and

sell them broadecast througnout america and even in foreign

lands. (Overton, Long Island's Story, 1929, vp.187-188,)

Vﬁhen #illiam built the house, which was to become a Mecca
for agricultural enthusiasts, it was in the midst of his vine-
yards,orchards, flower gardens and Tertile fields. There were
two entrances to the gardens, one in front of the residence
and the other on the south side of Bridge Street. During the
Revolution, General Lord Ilowe stationed troops at hoth cates

~to protect the propérty; nevertheless, 3000 cherry ftrees were
éut down and used for firewood or scld for other purposes. The

nurgeries also were badly damaged. (Eberlein, Manor Houses

. | and Historic Homes of Long Island and Staten Island, 1928,
p. 174.)

When the young saillor-prince, ¥illiam Henry, Duke of
Clarence, came to New York during the ¥War -~ the first person
of Royal lineage to visit America -- he went to Flushing on
Avgust 1, 1782, to present a stand of colors to the King's
American Dragoons encamped three miles to the east. e vigited
the house and gardens as the guest of Willianm Prince,‘and the
soldiers were ziven z barbecue feast -- an ox roasted whole,
Ygpitted on a hickory sapling supported on crotches and turned
by handspikes." (Overton, above cited, p. 150-1.)

After the Yar, wnen Yew York was thne Federal as well as
the State Capitol, President Washington, himself a scientific

_. and successful farmer both on his private estate and commercially
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visited the Prince Gardens on one of his tours and was N “Pfjs
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entertained at this house. His purpose was to learn the Cew

agricultural conditions of the country. This is the brief
entry he made in his diasry under date of Owtober 10, 1789,
regarding his visits: "I set off from New York about 9 o‘clock.
in my barge to visit ¥r. Prince's fruit gardens and shrubberies

at Flushing." (The Writings Of George Washington, Ford ed.,

under that date.); also Diary of Geo, Washington, 1?89-1791
‘Lossing Bditien, 1860.
Some idea of the megnitude attained by this industry as

conducted by William Prince after the War, is seen in the
following advertisements published in December, 1798:

Lombardy Poplars.
Ten thousand Lombardy poplar trees, from 10 to 17 foot in
height, for sale by ¥William Prince, Long Island. Orders left
at XMessrs. Gaine and TenByck Printing Office in Fearl street
will be attended to. '

(Greénleaf‘s New York Journal and Fatriotic Register, December

8, 1798,)

Or this:
¥ruit Trees,
For sale by William Prince,
At Flushing, Long Island, near Yew York,
A large assortment of hest grafted apple trees, nears, plums,
cherries, nectarines, and apricot trees, quince, mulberry, and
fiz trees, a variety of the best currants, goosberriesE gié}
rasberries,[sicJand strawberries, Lombardy poplars of a large
size, horse ches\nut[gi@,'black walnut, weeping willows,
and other ornamental tress, a variety of roses and flowering
shrubs, and plants; catalogues of which may be had at iessrs.
Gaine and Ten Byck's Printing office, Pearl-street, W[h]ere
orders left will be attended to, and the trees, if required,
packed in mats, casks, or boxes, so0 as to be sent to Burope,
or the West Indies with the greatest safety.
{Conmercial Advertiser, Dec. 4, 1798,)

The Lombardy voplar, introduced into this country in

1790, was successfully planted extensively in cities, notably
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in New York, before and after 1800, to ornament and shade the

streets. {See Index to Stokes's Iconosraphy of Manhatton Island,
title "Lombardy Poplar.®) |

| The develorment of the gardens and vineyards by the Pringe
family in Flushing during those early years and the first
quarter of the ninetéenth century is a facinating special study
Which here can be only briefly indicated.

There is gonsiderable historical interest in the fact that
William Rohert Prince, gson of William Frince, introduced to
America nearly all of the Japanese trees we know. "The oldest
Japanese ginko tree in the country still 1929 chades the pordh
of the Frince homesgstead with its fanlike leaves. As soon as
Commodore Perry opened the way for trade with Japan, FPrince
Nurseries bhegan to get out trees. Long before that they had
been importing tress from China." (Overton, above cited, p. 188.)
It will be remenbered that when Li Hung Chang visited New York
he planted a ginko tree at Grant's Tomb, in honor of General
Grant whom he had met when Grant visited China.

Prince's Hurseries thrived and their territory was ewmtended

until 1860. When the opening of new streéts began through

that well favored part of Long Island about that time, the area
of the sardens was gradually reduced as lots were sold for
building pursoses. Today only the residence and the home grounds
remain, (Ibid.)

Architecture of the House

"After all Villiam Prince and his sons did to beautify
Flushing and the couniry at large, it seems unbelievable, as

the town has grown into a city, no care has been taken to

oy
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protect the fine old homestead and garden or keep it as a land-
. mark. Today it is a sad sight, going to rack and ruin. Only
the remnants and garden and orchard keep faith with those

who planted with such care and thou:ht a generation or more

ago} In spite of choking weeds and neglect they bravely

struzgle to bloom each spring." (Overton, Long Island's Story,
1929,) .
A few years ago one could easily imagine how fine this

houge was cnd how 1o

<%

vely ts setting. Although business buildiﬁgs
had sprung up along Northern Boulevard, the Prince House stood,
a landmark from other times. On ground some three feel above the
street level, = fine hedge of box trees on either side of the
walk leading to the front entravce, and with tall éhade trecs
oo luzurisnt shrubs all sround, it was a lone reminder of the-::
. days when this section of the city was rore sparsely settled,
when it was out in the real country with other country houses
and faxrms heyond.
Today the land on vhich the Prince Ilouse stands is owned
by two different parties. In faect, the line dividing the »rop-
erty goes through the house in such g way that it too is
divided into two parts, each owned separately. The grounds
are still} negiected. The box hedge is gone. The trees ar
dyirg. The shrubbery is scrazgly. An sutorobile repair shop
has been built in front of the house, on the street. The house
also ias gtill neglected; the shutters are falling to pieces,
and the woodwork lacking paint is decoying.

1t is wvery probable that originally there was not the

pereh which runs around three sides of the house, althgugh
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| nb information verifying this asgumption could be obtained.

_ _There is, however, some evidence on the rear of the east wall

:'Q.fhat the kitchen wing was probably only one story high and
that the second story was added later.

An interesting feature in the plan is the hallway which
rung through the house from front to rear without being inter-
upted by the staircase, which is placed in a separate little
hallway. While there still remains some good paneling and wood
trim inside the house, perhaps the most interesting architecturd

aféature is the south front with its fine pediment and teautiful
oval window filled with leaded glass.
(From obserwvations of Wm. Vewey Foster, Direetor of Scuthern

¥ew York District, HesA.B.S.)
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